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of aim and nobleness of purpose lives and dies, and
leaves the memory and the leaven of His teaching to
disciples, who by them, even though in an ill-under-
stood shape, and with incomparably inferior qualities
themselves, purify and elevate the religious ideas
and feelings of mankind. If that were all, if there
were nothing but the common halo of the miraculous
which is apt to gather about great names, the inter-
pretation might be said to be coherent. But a
theory of Christianity cannot neglect the most pro-
minent fact connected with its beginning. It is
impossible to leave it out of the account, in judging
both of the Founder and of those whom his influence
moulded and inspired.

M. Renan has to account for the prominence given
to the Resurrection in the earliest Christian teaching,
without having recourse to the supposition of con-
scious imposture and a deliberate conspiracy to de-
ceive ; for such a supposition would not harmonise
either with the portrait he has drawn of the Master,
or with his judgment of the seriousness and moral
elevation' of the men who, immeasurably inferior as
they were to Him, imbibed His spirit, and represented
and transmitted to us His principles. And this is
something much more than can be accounted for by
the general disposition of the age to assume the
supernatural and the miraculous. The way in which
the Resurrection is circumstantially and unceasingly
asserted, and made on every occasion and from the
first the foundation of everything, is something very

VOL. II                                                                            P